Mass Schedule for the coming week:

Downpatrick Family of Parishes
Parishes of Saul & Ballee and Kilclief

Third Sunday of Lent
Sunday 8" March 2026

Date St Patrick’s | Stella Maris | St Joseph’s | St Malachy’s | St Tassach’s

Saul Strangford | Ballycruttle Kilclief Carlin

Sunday 8™ March 9.30am 11am 12noon

Monday 9" March 10am 7.30pm

Tuesday 10* March 10am

Wednesday 11" Mar 10am 7.30pm

Thursday 12" March

Friday 13™ March 7pm 9.30am

Saturday 14" March 5pm 6.30pm

Sunday 15" Match 9.30am 12noon 11am

Masses are available to view online at
www.churchmedia.tv

www.saulandballeeparish.com and

During Lent there will be an additional Mass in Stella Maris Church each Wednesday
at 7.30pm. There will be Stations of the Cross before Mass from 7pm.

There will be Stations of the Cross in St Patrick’s, Saul on Friday before Mass from
6.30pm

Our Lady of Knock Novena each Monday evening in Stella Maris, Strangford at 7.10pm

Eucharistic Adoration in St Patrick’s Church, Saul each Tuesday from 10am to 3.30pm.
Holy Hour from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Evening Adoration from 7pm to 8pm.

Please Note — We ask that NO DOGS be brought onto Church property. We have
received a number of complaints about dogs fouling on graves.
The Sanctuary Lamp in St Patrick’s Church, Saul has been lit for private intentions. If you

would like it lit for your intentions please contact the Parish office. The cost is £5 per week.

We congratulate the children from St Malachy’s PS, Kilclief who received their
First Penance on Tuesday.



http://www.saulandballeeparish.com/
http://www.churchmedia.tv/

Recently Deceased: Sheena McKermitt

Parish of Saul & Ballee

Months Mind: John McVey

Anniversary Masses
Friday 6t March — Paddy Farrell

Saturday 7t March — Al Dillon, June Shields

Sunday 8% March — Paddy Hayball (12noon)

Saturday 14t March — Maureen Fitzsimons

Tuesday 17t March — Gerry Ward

Friday 20t March — Josie Fay

Saturday 215t March — Jamie Hynds, Josephine McCann, Dessie Savage, Savage Family, Sean Feenan

Parish of Kilclief

Months Mind Mass: Patrick McConville on Saturday 7t March at 6.30pm

Anniversary: Ellie Polly

Anniversary Masses
Sunday 8% March — Kathleen Bennett, Jimmy Curran, Natasha McMullan

Sunday 15% March — Francis & Willie Magee
Sunday 22rd March — Sheila Fitzsimons

Saul & Ballee Kilclief
Weekly Collection £1,437.50 £1,439.67
Monthly Offering £1,319.10 £1,142.37

A second collection will be taken up next weekend for Needy Parishes. This collection was
established to help “financially needy” Parishes. There are several Parishes in the Diocese that have
accumulated debt and are financially stretched. It is hoped many of these Parishes, with the aid of
this fund, will be able to return to a positive financial position.

Hymns for Lent — St Malachy’s, Kilclief
Entrance: 145 v 1 — God forgave my sin Offertory: 183 v 1 — I am the Bread of Life
Communion: 40 v 1 & 3 — As the deer pants Recessional: 79 v 1 — Colours of day

Hymns for March - St Patrick’s, Saul
Entrance: Cead Mile Failte 192 — Christ Be Beside Me

557 - O the love of my Lord 308 - Hail Glorious St Patrick

Inverbrena Draw — March winners
1st Prize — Christina Mollkin
2nd Prize — Jim Mills
31 Prize — Lorna Duffy
Congratulations and thank you for your support




Panishv o Saul & Ballee 300 Club

Final Draw for 2025/2026 Winners
£250 — Gemma Sloan
£100 — Peter Mullan

Special End of Draw Additional Prizes
£250 — Marie McCartan

£125 — Brian Murray

£125 — John & Tracey Cunningham

Congratulations and thank you for your support.

We are pleased to announce the draw will continue for another year with the first draw in May. This
draw will cover both April and May.

If you wish to renew your membership please speak to your promotor or contact the Parish office
as soon as possible.

If you are not a member and would like to join please contact the Parish office for details.
Membership remains at £60 for the year.

Monthly prizes of £250 and £100, with special additional prizes at Christmas and the final draw.

Parish of Kilclief
St Malachy’s PS, Kilclief and St Joseph’s PS, Strangford

You will be aware of the process both schools are now going through. The Department of
Education’s figures for a “viable” school at present is 105. This process is all about cut-backs.
One of the local schools will be closing next year.

Despite what some might say, I was not sent here to close a school, I have never went through this
before. I am just here as this process is taking place.

The current work in St Joseph’s, Strangford has nothing to do with the present process — it was
passed in 2017 and is just being done now.

I have no more say than anyone else.

The consultation document will be available on both schools websites from 11th March 2026. We,
as 2 Boards of Governors, would encourage you to read the document and its rationale, and if you
have any comments or suggestions please put in your response before 1st May 2026.

The pupils and staff in both schools are very much in our thoughts and prayers at this unsettling
tume.

Parish of Saul & Ballee — Our grounds maintenance team were on site this week for the first grass
cut. Unfortunately parts of the cemeteries and grounds are still too wet to be cut due to the
unprecedented weather we have had. Hopefully in the coming weeks the ground will have dried up
enough for them to safely cut.

Collection envelopes — we are currently in the process of preparing the new boxes of envelopes
for 2026-2027. They will be available for collection from the Church from Frida 13t March. If you
do not wish your envelopes to be left in the Church please contact the Parish office before 12noon
on Wednesday 11t March. Envelopes can only be collected from the Parish office during office
hours (Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12noon)




Lay Bereavement Ministry Team
This ministry provides and ongoing compassionate outreach to parishioners supporting
them through the grieving process. A lay bereavement minister after completing the training
can offer the following support:
1. Pre-arranged visits to the bereaved family (accompanied by another bereavement
minister.)
2. Telephone support
3. Group meetings and drop-in meetings in parish or community centres
4. Supporting the Months Mind Mass
5. Supporting the November Mass of Remembrance
0. Being the compassionate face of the parish

Full training will be provided over 6 sessions in April and May.
If you would like further details and an application form please contact the Parish office.

Sacrament Dates
First Confession
St Joseph’s PS, Strangford — Tuesday 10® March at 7pm
St Patrick’s PS, Saul — Wednesday 25" March at 11am

First Holy Communion

St Patrick’s PS, Saul — Saturday 9" May at 11am

St Malachy’s PS, Kilclief — Saturday 16™ May at 10.30am
St Joseph’s PS, Strangford — Saturday 6 June at 11am

Confirmation
St Patrick’s, Saul — Tuesday 19" May at 3pm
St Joseph’s & St Malachy’s PS — Friday 8" May at 11am in St Malachy’s Church

We ask you all to pray for the children as they prepare for their Sacraments

Down & Connor Lourdes Pilgrimage 9" to 14" July (5nts) or 8" to 15" July (7nts) staying in Hotel
Accueil Notre Dame from £899 pps.

Down & Connor Lourdes Pilgrimage Youth Team 8" to 15" July costing £810. Open to 17-24 year olds
(at time of travel). Applications close on Friday 7" March at 5pm, limited places available.
Further details available on the posters displayed in the Churches

A Life of Adoration, Prayer, Intercession for the World Vocation - Discernment weekends on 20"-22™
March and 17"-19" April for single women aged 18-35. Please contact St Mairead OP on 00353 41 9838524
ot email sienavoc@gmail.com Further information available on their website at www.dominicannuns.ie

SAFEGUARDING - If you have a concern, suspicion, or wish to make an allegation of child abuse, or abuse in relation to an
adult at risk, please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Office: Philip O'Hara, Designated Liaison Person, 120, Cliftonville Road,
Belfast BT14 6LA. Mobile: 07534 992124 or Telephone: 028 90 492798. Email: philip.ohara@soddc.org or visit
https://downandconnorsafeguarding.com

Very Rev Fr Aidan Brankin, Parish Priest 02844 612525 (Saul) or 02844 260101 (Strangford)

Saul Office: 02844 612525, Office Hours: Mon to Fri 9.30am to 12noon 10 St Patrick’s Rd, Downpatrick, BT30 7JG
Kilclief Office: 02844260101 Office Hours: Monday 1pm to 3pm 8 Shore Rd, Strangford, BT30 7NL
Website: www.saulandballeeparish.com
Email: saul@downandconnor.org strangfordandkilclief@downandconnor.org
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